
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE470 March 17, 2005 
who had initially committed to participate 
in this recognition commemoration with-
drew in the face of such Turkish pressure. 
This solves nothing. The dead are not hon-
ored for their sacrifice. The actions of the 
righteous are not recalled. And ironically, 
the descendants of the victimizers are not al-
lowed to come to terms with the truth. 

Nevertheless, we pause today as we begin 
this 90th commemorative year to give 
thanks to all nations and organizations that 
came to our aid—but particularly to those 
that attended today despite the Turkish gov-
ernment’s campaign to stop you. 

For Turkey’s state sponsored denial effort, 
having this event is a defeat. This is a good 
day for the truth. As Armenian-Americans, 
we recall with special appreciation the lead-
ing role of the United States in attempting 
to prevent the Armenian Genocide and in 
aiding those that survived. As Armenian- 
Americans, we look to the United States to 
continue this proud chapter of American his-
tory by reaffirming the facts of this most ca-
lamitous chapter of Armenian history. There 
is an inevitability to universal affirmation 
of the Armenian Genocide, and America has 
not and will not be an exception. 

A case in point is the recently concluded 
visit of U.S. Ambassador to Armenia John 
Evans with major Armenian-American com-
munities across the country. In his public 
commentaries, Ambassador Evans repeat-
edly employed the words ‘‘Armenian Geno-
cide’’ to properly characterize the attempted 
annihilation of our people by Ottoman Tur-
key. 

This is in keeping with President Reagan’s 
proclamation of April 22, 1981 where he stat-
ed in part, ‘‘like the genocide of the Arme-
nians before it, and the genocide of the Cam-
bodians which followed it—and like too 
many other persecutions of too many other 
people—the lessons of the Holocaust must 
never be forgotten’’. . . 

And also with the thrust of President 
Bush’s 2001 to 2004 April 24 messages that set 
forth the textbook definition of genocide 
without using the word. Ambassador Evans 
completed the thought. 

The Ambassador’s characterization also is 
in keeping with the public declarations of 
over 120 renowned Holocaust and Genocide 
scholars regarding ‘‘the incontestable fact of 
the Armenian Genocide’’. 

Further, Ambassador Evans’ characteriza-
tion conforms to the summary conclusion of 
the International Center for Transitional 
Justice on the use of the term Armenian 
Genocide. ICTJ stated that ‘‘the Events, 
viewed collectively, can thus be said to in-
clude all of the elements of the crime of 
genocide as defined in the Convention, and 
legal scholars as well as historians, politi-
cians, journalists and other people would be 
justified in continuing to so describe them.’’ 

The Armenian-American community will 
not rest until the United States formally and 
irrevocably reaffirms the Armenian Geno-
cide. By so doing, we forever advance the 
special role of the United States in genocide 
prevention. 

Today, we are here to honor 17 nations who 
have joined the movement towards universal 
affirmation of the Armenian Genocide. You 
have appropriately remembered this in-
stance of man’s inhumanity to man. You 
have stepped forward to combat denial and 
revisionism. We will never forget your soli-
darity. 

As Voltaire said, ‘‘to the living we owe re-
spect, but to the dead we owe only the 
truth’’. 
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THE NAZI WAR CRIMES AND 
JAPANESE IMPERIAL GOVERN-
MENT RECORDS INTERAGENCY 
WORKING GROUP FOR 2 YEARS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2005 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of S. 384, a bill extending 
the Nazi War Crimes and Japanese Imperial 
Government Records Interagency Working 
Group for two years. This crucial legislation 
amends the Japanese Imperial Government 
Disclosure Act of 2000 to extend from four to 
six years the existence of the Nazi War 
Crimes and Japanese Imperial Government 
Records Interagency Working Group. H.R. 842 
extends by two years this worthy working 
group, which was originally created by Con-
gress through Public Law 105–246 in 1998. 
The group is made up of government agency 
representatives who are directed to oversee 
the declassification of U.S. Government 
records that contain information about Nazi 
war crimes. 

Such information includes trafficking of as-
sets seized by the Nazis and post-war com-
munications between U.S. Government and 
former Nazi officials, unless declassification 
would unduly violate personal privacy or harm 
national security or foreign policy interests. 
The law also allowed for expedited processing 
of Freedom of Information, requests made by 
survivors of the Holocaust. 

On December 6, 2000, as part of the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for 2001, Congress 
changed the group’s name to the Nazi War 
Crimes and Japanese Imperial Government 
Records Interagency Working Group. This ac-
tion expanded the mission of the group to in-
clude the declassification of U.S. Government 
records related to World War II-era war crimes 
committed by the Japanese Imperial govern-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, the Nazi War Crimes and Jap-
anese Imperial Government Records Inter-
agency Working Group is a valuable effort that 
informs the American people of the actions of 
their government while balancing the protec-
tion of legitimate national secrets. 

I support this noble effort so that we can 
continue to confront this dark chapter in Amer-
ican History. 

The vicious and barbaric war crimes com-
mitted by the Nazis, and the atrocities com-
mitted by the Japanese Imperial Government 
during World War II, were some of the worse 
criminal acts of the 20th century. Both of these 
historical crimes against humanity must be 
studied and chronicled in their entirety. The 
acts of barbarism and genocide committed by 
the German Nazi and Japanese Imperial gov-
ernments should never be forgotten. There-
fore, it is up to the elected representatives of 
the American people to ensure that the United 
States Government complies completely with 
the Nazi War Crimes and Japanese Imperial 
Government Records Interagency Working 
Group and makes accessible all information 
that is allowable by law. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to join my colleagues ELEANOR 
HOLMES NORTON and TOM DAVIS in introducing 
the ‘‘End Gridlock Act.’’ This bill is a refine-
ment of a proposal, the ‘‘Washington Regional 
Transportation Act’’ (H.R. 2882) that I intro-
duced last session. 

Unfortunately, this region is not yet prepared 
to embrace last year’s proposal and establish 
a regional transportation authority. Last year’s 
bill called for the creation of a regional trans-
portation authority, one that could receive a 
dedicated revenue source, issue bonds and 
be in an ideal position to coordinate land use 
and transportation funding decisions. I regret 
that the time is not ripe for this a proposal. 

The defeat of the Northern Virginia transpor-
tation referendum in 2002, in my view, moved 
us away from real progress in solving our 
transportation problems. Unfortunately, poor 
management of the state’s transportation pro-
grams and false promises by past state offi-
cials left the public distrustful that any mean-
ingful solutions were possible. 

I’d trade the price of a daily cup of coffee for 
real investments in transit and road improve-
ments, something that would shave 10 min-
utes off my commute. I think a majority of the 
public share this view, but they have been 
skeptical and fear that the money raised would 
not be spent wisely or spent on projects that 
have their own built-in opposition and con-
troversy. 

The legislation I am introducing today does 
not to create a regional authority, it won’t build 
new roadways. Instead, it focuses on making 
improvements to what already exists. It is a 
small but important first step that I hope builds 
the foundation for greater regional coordina-
tion and cooperation and builds public con-
fidence for longer term solutions. 

Believe me, we need better coordination 
and cooperation. We need to rebuild con-
fidence. The legislation I am introducing today 
borrows from some of the best, simplest and 
most cost-effective proposals. Some of the 
ideas were drawn from local transportation 
and planning experts. They are small ticket 
items, but if they prove successful, maybe the 
consensus will be there to support a more am-
bitious agenda. The Washington Post high-
lighted some of these potential projects in a 
series featured last year. 

These investments included building side-
walks and pedestrian and bike paths to con-
nect communities to schools, transit centers, 
Metrorail stations and commercial centers. 
This legislation will provide grants to help lo-
calities synchronize traffic lights signals on 
major transportation corridors which will re-
duce travel time and improve capacity. The bill 
provides money to encourage more busi-
nesses to offer greater telework and telecom-
muting options. It will provide grants to give 
transit riders real-time information on bus and 
rail schedules so they can time their depar-
tures from home and work to arrive at a transit 
stop just when the bus pulls up. It will also 
fund advance technologies to allow buses to 
slip through interchanges before the traffic 
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